ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

ASCOCENTRUM CURVIFOLIUM

If you want to grow something in the Vanda family, but don’t have a great deal of space for cascading roots and tall monopoidal stem, try a species of Ascocentrum.
This month we feature Ascocentrum curvifolium. There are about a dozen species of Ascocentrum scattered throughout Asia from the foothills of the Himalayas to the tropics of Borneo.
They are all monopoidal epiphytes. Stems are short and leaves grow in two alternating rows of recurved narrowly strap shaped. Most curvifolium types branch easily at the base and form short bushy plants, no more than 10-12” high. They can often be wider than high. 

Like most Ascocentrum, curvifolium have small brightly colored flowers. Individual flowers can be up to 5/8” across. Inflorescences are shorter than the leaves and are densely clustered. Colors can range from yellow through orange to scarlet.
Curvifolium is found in the forests of Thailand through Laos and Myanmar growing under the canopy of trees.

In Florida, grow Ascocentrum curvifolium in pots or baskets. They can also be grown on bark slabs. Grow warm to intermediate with fairly bright light. New growth appears shortly after flowers fade in late May or early June. Water heavily and fertilize regularly when in active growth. 

I grow mine in baskets with the Vandas. I hide them in the center of the rack so they receive a little less light than the more robust and heavier rooted Vandas. I water daily and use a mix of potassium nitrate and magnesium sulfate fertilizer weekly. One tbs each per gallon of water. 

Like all vandacous plants, water heavily to soak the root covering, and then come back 10 minutes later and rewater. Roots should be a dark green when you are finished.

Ascocentrum have been used in hybridizing for years, most commonly with Vandas. Ascocenda is a cross of Vanda and Ascocentrum. Ascocentrum gives the hybrids bright color and smaller plant size than Vandas.

