ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

BC MRS. J  LEEMANN

Before I say we should all grow this beauty, I need to ask a few questions. 

· Are you up to a challenge?

· Do you have the patience to grow difficult plants?

· Do you enjoy beautiful scented big Cattleyas?

· Are you a little bit nuts?

Four yes answers and this one is for you. It’s an old cross (made in 1902) of two very special and somewhat difficult and temperamental parents. B. digbyana, the frilly lipped, citrus scented, finicky growing light green Brassovola is one parent. C. Dowiana, the standard for spectacular yellow large catts, comes complete with subtle purple veining, a stunning lip, glowing round sepals, and a reputation for being just slightly easier to raise than teenagers.
Though it’s and old cross, it has never been awarded. Probable reason, it has never agreed to bloom on judging day! The pictured flowers opened two days after the most recent Tampa judging, and collapsed the weekend before our last meeting. So, other than a few pictures, it’s a phantom.

The flower is almost 7” in span and over 5” tall. Two spectacular blooms opened simultaneously. Color was a lovely light yellow green with a darker yellow lip. The center of the lip fused the darker purple veining of Dowiana on a darker pink base. The entire lip was ruffled like digbyana but not fringed. The best of both parents came through.  The scent was intense, but not citrus like digbyana.
Petals and sepals were elongated and light green/yellow. Each was about 3”long and almost 1”in width. The dorsal sepal (top one) was supported upright and flat. 

It only took 3 years to bloom this plant. First year brought painfully slow growth as it adjusted to its new growing habitat. Second year brought one new growth and a bit of a teaser, but no sheath. Finally, this spring a solid new growth emerged in early spring. A sheath unfurled in late May. Four maddening months later, two glorious blooms appeared, only to drop after about two weeks.

The plant grows bright, situated on the west wall of my house under the pool screen. As such, it gets about 70% sunlight for 4-6 hours each day. It grows in a clay pot but when I repot, I’ll probably put it in a basket. It likes heavy watering when in active growth, but must dry out between watering. It gets the same fertilizer that everything else gets as a base. After flowering, it should need less fertilizer over the fall and winter. Begin heavy fertilizing when new growth emerges in early spring.
All in all, it’s a difficult plant to grow, slow to mature and slow to bloom. It seems easier to keep growing than either parent. Is it worth the aggravation? Yes!!
