BLC George King ‘Serendipity’

What if you could grow an orchid six inches across in a lovely light pink color?

Then what if said orchid flower changed clothes and became peach?

Then, sunset, with a golden throat with a rose apex.

Add in some salmon color just for kicks.

And some fragrance!

What have you got?-BLC George King ‘Serendipity’.

This BLC is a cross of BLC Buttercup X C Bob Betts. Serendipity is a perfect variety name because it never looks the same two days in a row. It’s big. It’s bold. It smells good. What more could you ask for. How about two or three bloom seasons each year?

First crossed in 1970, “Serendipity” received its first AM/AOS in February, 1975 with a score of 82. 

Other desirable varieties of George King include ‘Southern Cross’, a light canary color with a dusty rose throat, and ‘Simply Justice’ which is white with blush pink petals and sepals, a ruffled dark pink lip and a lavender throat. All make interesting and different additions to any collection.

Pseudobulbs are plump and up to 8” tall, topped with a broad thick monopoidal leaf of 10-12”. Stake the plant or confine the growths because they tend to grow in all directions (serendipity again). The plant puts out two or sometimes three growths at a time. Not all will form sheaths or bloom, but all will again put out multiple growths. That being the case, you will soon have a specimen sized plant, or will have divided it to share with friends.

Grow warm and sunny (705) sunlight for 4-6 hours each day. Fertilize as you would your other large Catts, and water heavily in growing season. Let dry between watering, but then soak it heavily. Fertilize weekly when in growth, sparingly the rest of the year. I grow mine in clay or baskets. I have always used coarse bark alone as a medium, but have recently switched to Sta-Lite and the plants in it seem vigorous. The advantage for outdoor growers is that Sta-Lite does not retain the summer rains, but drains quickly leaving the roots wet but not soggy.

This is an easy to grow big Catt that is rewarding to the novice or the pro. Try one.

Happy Growing! Roy
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