ORCHIDS WE SHOULD GROW

BLC SANYUNG RUBY

Anyone who grows Cattleyas looks at big red Catts and wonders, “Can I grow them?” The grand daddy of red Catts is probably BLC Chia Lin, a deep garnet red with dusty overcoat. Flowers can be larger than 6” across. Alas, they’re hard to bloom and don’t last long when they do bloom.

When BLC Chia Lin was crossed with BLC Waianae Coast the result was a beautiful rich garnet red with brilliant golden yellow eyes. Flowers were 6” + natural spread. Sanyung Ruby was not an instant hit though. Registered in September, 1995 by Wei-Chung Hung, it did not receive an AOS award until 2001 when it received an AM/AOS with a score of 83. Surprisingly, that is the only award it has ever received.

Sanyung Ruby is a willing bloomer, often blooming in late winter and again in summer. Winter flowers can last three or more weeks. Summer flowers last about a week less, but are often larger due to longer days, warmer temperatures and heavier fertilization. It is one of the easiest reds to grow.
Flowers are deep garnet in color with petals, sepals and lip all uniform in color. Petals are uniformly ruffled and full, slightly longer than wide. Two rich golden yellow eyes dominate the similarly ruffled lip. Sepals are full and smooth, almost 3” long and approaching ¾” broad.

Several popular grex are in cultivation including ‘Kuang Lung’, the awarded variety, and New Beauty.

Looking at the six generation image tree finds only a few species used in breeding. Almost every entry is a second or third tier hybrid, many not commonly grown. 
Grow this plant in medium to high light and intermediate to warm temperature. Once new roots and growth appear, fertilize weekly. Water heavily, then let get almost dry before rewatering. I use a time release fertilizer in spring. If applied in March, 270 day time release will be depleted by the end of October in Florida’s heat and heavy summer rains.

I grow this plant in a combination of 75% Sta-lite and 25% medium charcoal in a clay pot or basket so it will drain and dry when grown outside even in the summer rains.

Finally, I need to mention that the mature flower emits an intense fragrance very similar to cinnamon or cloves. Walk by it in the dark and you don’t know if it’s a flower or a pumpkin pie baking.
