ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

CATTLEYA DECKERII

The only thing more difficult to do than find a C deckerii to grow is to find information about it.
Synonyms for the plant include C patinii and the genus Guariaethe deckerii and patinii. 

The plant by any name is only found in a few isolated locations in southwest Costa Rica, Panama, and Columbia along both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, and the Yaracuy province of Venezuela. Most sites consist of only a few plants except in Venezuela. Unfortunately, that site is in hostile territory and not safely visited by collectors.

The plant is a relatively small bifoliate that is closely related to C. skinnerii. The main difference is that deckerii is a fall bloomer and skinnerii is a spring bloomer. Cultivation is the same.

Plants produce clusters of 4-8 typically pink/lilac flowers from newly matured pseudobulbs. Color variations can range from pink to a semi alba form.

The plant is seldom found is cultivation or collections. Native clusters are endangered, and may not even exist in the wild in some of the areas where it was once found. Its survival probably depends upon cultivated growth. Outside of Panama, the plant is rare.
If you ever find one, buy it, grow it with loving care, and do your part to ensure survival of a delightful and rare species.
