ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

CATTLEYA PERCIVILANA

As I was sitting outside on Christmas afternoon, I was delighted to smell the spicy aroma of the annual Christmas orchid, C. perciviliana. 

C. perciviliana was discovered in a remote area of Venezuela 130 years ago, in 1881. Flower merchants were delighted to finally have a Cattleya the bloomed after labiata stopped blooming in November and before trianae blooms in January.  Joy soon turned to dismay when they discovered the 4-41/2” blooms were too small for the cut flower corsage business. 

Still, a well grown potted plant could be purchased in bloom, many times for less than $10. In fact, in some areas, more C. percivilianas were sold than poinsettias.

Perciviliana is typically a light purple bloom with a deep orange throat and a darker purple lip. Color varieties range from dark purple to pink to semi alba to true alba forms. 

The plant starts its growth in late winter and often puts up two growths in succession. Both mature in summer and produce sheaths in late fall. Blooms in clusters of 2 or 3 occur in late November to mid December and can last up to 4 weeks providing an orchid alternative to the red and pink poinsettias. 
The plants need bright light and good air movement for best growth. Give at least 30% shade in summer so as not to burn the leaves. Fertilize and water like all other Cattleyas.

When repotting, try to do it in late winter or early spring. If possible, lift the plant undisturbed and place it in a larger pot. A 6” pot can give you 4 or 5 leads with as many as a dozen stunning blooms for the holidays.

C. perciviliana has received 26 AOS awards including 2 FCC’s and 13 AM awards.

This easy to grow species is a must in any Cattleya collection.
