CATTLEYA BOWRINGIANA

As fall approaches, so do our expectations of glorious bursts of Cattleya blooms. One of my favorites is also one of the most floriferous. It is the spectacular bifoliate Cattleya bowringiana. 
Native to Belize, Honduras, and Guatemala, C. bowringiana bursts into a blaze of color just as the season turns cool. In its native habitat, bowringiana is found growing on rocky outcroppings and cliffs, near moving streams. It needs bright light and lots of moisture.

The bifoliate Catt grows to a height of about 24” with strong upright pseudobulbs. Leaves are about 8” long. Inflorescences emerge from the apex of the leaves. Sheaths emerge in mid to late summer and fill with buds in September and early October.
As many as 20 flowers up to 3” across emerge from each sheath. A mature plant can set ten or more new leads, each flower bearing. The flowers emerge in clusters, which can reach 9-12” across. Typical color form is pink/purple. Colors range form white (alba form- very rare) through pink to deep purple and coerulea forms. Often the typical color form will be dark purple and have a dark lip. Coerulea forms range from light pinkish blue with a dark lip to a dark purple with an even darker purple/blue lip.
This is one of the easiest Cattleya species to grow. It can be potted or mounted. Let it dry between watering and fertilize regularly. Grow it in bright light and warm temperatures. It can even take a few hours each day of direct sunlight. Just make sure it is morning or afternoon sun, not midday.

I grow them in my pool cage where they get almost 70% sunlight through the pool screen for about 6 hours each day, including midday sun. Others grow hanging on fence racks where they get between no direct sunlight and 2-3 hours a day. All get bright light and regular water. Most are potted in Sta-lite in clay pots. A few are mounted on cedar slabs or tree fern plaques.

C. Bowringiana has received 21 AOS awards for both flower form and also culture.
