ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW
POT. JIMMY COOK
My quest for the perfect red continues. I’ve grown Chia Lin ‘New City”, San Yung ‘Ruby’, Carolina Splendor, Fort Walton ‘Mendenhall’, and Eagle’s Island. I like them all, but each has something missing. They either gray out or bloom for too short of a time. 
My latest entry into the quest is a cross of blc George King ‘Serendipity” and potinera Frank Gilmore ‘Mendenhall’ AM/AOS made by Carter and Holmes back in 1998.
Interestingly enough, both parents have primarily yellow and white parents. Frank Gilmore is a cross of Caesar’s Head (yellow) x White Water Falls (white). George King is a cross of Buttercup (yellow) and Bob Betts (white). Hence, we obviously will produce a brilliant red! That’s one of the reason seed crosses are so interesting. Only one of this cross has been awarded, and that one was a peachy yellow. Yet, at least one bright red was produced out of the cross.
The plant is a full sized Catt and produces multiple leads. It is typically a fall to early winter bloomer, but may often produce a second bloom in spring on a mature plant. Blooms are 6” across with a full frilled deep maroon lip veined with yellow.
Inflorescences usually produce 2-4 flowers at a time which are well presented and not overlapping. Petals are broad and fairly flat. Sepals are straight and narrow with the dorsal sepal holding a full vertical position. 
I grow the plant like any other full sized Catt. They easily fill a 6” clay pot when adults. It grows in the pool cage or mounted to a bright fence with 60-70% sunlight. I fertilize with potassium nitrate and magnesium sulfate most of the year (typical Catt fertilizer). You must watch for soft black rot if you grow outside and the plant gets too wet. Sta-lite or other non absorbent mix that dries quickly and does not hold moisture is best for outdoor growing.
The downside is the flowers fade quickly (2 weeks) in heat and as most deep hued flowers, show signs of color break if the blooms get and stay wet too long.
Nevertheless, this is a red Cattleya type that deserves inclusion in any collection.
