ORCHIDS YOU SHOULD ALL GROW

PAPHIOPEDILUM PRIMULINUM

Several weeks ago, one of our members asked me why this series of articles had never featured a Paphiopedlium.

My first reaction was, “Geez, someone really reads these articles.” The next reaction was, “Because I’ve never been able to rebloom one.” Today, I finally have four that are still alive after a full cycle. Two are on life support, and the other two are thriving, but alas, not showing any interest in reblooming. Hence, everything you read here is rumor or hearsay, because it hasn’t happened in my collection.

Paph primulinum has a very small native habitat in the costal area of northern Sumatra where it grows from sea level to 500m. Its preferred growth medium in its native habitat is humus layered on limestone. Most growers prefer a mix of fine bark or tree fern. It does not like air conditioning, so buy a fan. Low light and air movement are essential to successful growth (or so they say). Like all paphs, watch your watering pattern. If they look like they need water, you’re a day late. 

This is an easy to grow specie (rumors again) that will bloom sequentially for months on end. The blooms are yellow, yellow greenish, or yellow with apple colored overtones. Dorsal sepals are often lined with white striping. Often, the pouch is near white and the column a darker green. Occasionally, a variety with a pinkish cast on the pouch is seen. Sepals have ruffled curly presentation.
Flowers are borne on inferences up to 14”. Blooms are 2 ½-3 ½”. Often one will open before its predecessor on the spike has dropped.

Grow this specie in a small but deep plastic pot in intermediate temperature like most green leafed paphs as opposed to the warmer temperatures for the mottled leafed types.

Typically, the plant begins blooming in summer and will bloom for months. If you try one and are successful reblooming it, take a picture and show it to me.

