ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

PHAL. BALDAN’S KALEIDOSCOPE

Today, every table should display a beautiful phalaenopsis.  Every grocery store and big box home center sells them for around 10 bucks. Most don’t even have a tag. The growers advertise them, “grow ‘em and throw ‘em”. No skill needed except pour one cup of water in each week without spilling it.
The interesting thing is that most are good and all are good looking. Quality is better than prime stock from back in “the day”. Cloning has allowed the best to be mass produced, flasked, seed plugged and force to bloom in less than two years. A real cash crop, and making orchids available to everyman.

Still, there are a few special Phals that everyone needs. Not to grow and throw, but to nurture and enjoy for years.

One of these special few is Phal. Baldan’s Kaleidoscope. First awarded almost 20 years ago, this light creamy yellow features fine magenta veining. Four inch blooms are the rule, not the exception. Inflorescences can carry six to ten blossoms at a time.

Blooming time can vary, but most bloom in late spring and then can be forced to bloom again in late fall.

Care is like all Phals. water regularly. Let dry but never over dry since the moisture is only held in the roots, no pseudobulbs. Roots should be thick and greenish white. Fertilize weekly weakly when in active growth, and then cut back slightly when the plant is resting.
Day temperatures should be low to mid 80’s in summer. They need a 15 degree drop at night in fall to set spikes. Most people grow them as houseplants, in an east window not in direct light. Set them out over night when the temperature falls into the 60’s to mid 50’s. Once in spike, bring them back in as growth will be best with warmer temperatures.

