ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

BRSDM SHOOTING STAR X BRS REX

Here is an interesting little intergeneric Oncidium cross that presents itself really well and is spectacularly striking.

Brassidiums are crosses of Brassia and Oncidium. So this specimen is actually three parts of Brassia and one part Oncidium. The result is the showy spider visual effect of its Brassia parents combined with the long lasting and full floweredness of its one Oncidium great grandparent.

The Brassia parents include verrucosa, gireoudiana and longissma which in the past has been considered a variety of giroudiana. All are flowing vertical blossoms which can attain a size of 5”wide x 12” vertical. The only Oncidium in the family tree is Onc. wentworthianum which had 37 flowers and one bud when it was awarded AM/AOS in 1975.

The flowers in this cross are smaller in size than the Brassia parents, but more intensely yellow in color and much longer lasting. The plant pictured has nine blooms about 6” vertical x 3 1/2” wide. They are carried atypically on the inflorescences (one facing front, one facing rear) in pairs. They last between a month and six weeks. Bloom time is usually mid summer, when little else competes for eye effect in your collection. 
This is an intermediate growing specimen. Grow it with ample humidity in the coolest part of the greenhouse or the shadiest corner outdoors. The pictured plant is growing in an 8” basket where it has resided undisturbed for six or seven years. (So much for repotting every other year!) I don’t know if there is any medium left in the basket or it has all turned to mush and washed out. 

Originally, it was potted in medium bark. The fine roots took a year or two to fully develop and adhere to the bark and basket. To repot it today would require a sharp knife to cut it out and much patience. 

Fertilize the plant when in active growth and keep the roots moist. Any general fertilizer will do well.  Let dry only modestly (not crunchy dry) before rewetting. I soak mine thoroughly twice a week in summer and once a week in winter. 

There are many fine Brassidium crosses with the spidery Brassia characteristics. Some are intense yellow. Others range from cream to almost green. Most are spotted. If you don’t have one in your collection you are missing a spectacular eye appeal. 
