ORCHIDS WE SHOULD GROW

LC ?????

What do you get when you cross a small yellow Laliea cowerii with a small yellow Cattleya auriantiaca? The answer is a small yellow LC Stella Crocker with narrow petals and sepals, and a small lip.


What do you get when you cross LC Stella Crocker with a LC Stephen Oliver Fouraker (mostly large whites with bright pink or purple lips)? We don’ know because the cross wasn’t registered.
What do you get when you cross that unregistered cross with C. Hawaiian Wedding Song (a large white with a yellow throat)?

One would probably expect something white or maybe yellow based on the family tree. The bloom would probably be medium to large with a fairly full petal and a somewhat less full lateral sepal based on the family tree.

NOT SO!!!!

The progeny is a huge full pink with a darker pinkish lip and a bit of yellow in the throat. Petals and sepals are full and rounded and the bloom measures a full 6 ½” spread. If that wasn’t good enough, the first two sheaths put out two and one flowers, and the next burst forth with three more, and there are still more to come.
You need to go way back to the grandparents of Stephen Fouraker to find the color traits. Lost for generations, were the soft pinks of C. Mossiae and C Warscewiczii.

The plant pictured above was purchased at auction three years ago when not in bloom at the annual Sarasota Auction. This fall was the first time it bloomed and it was truly spectacular. 

The plant grows with other fall blooming unifoliate Cattleyas. It receives bright sunlight and copious amounts of water and fertilizer when in active growth. It is in a 7” pot and potted in Aliflor (an artificial non-organic form of media).  

Pseudobulbs are 8-10” long and club shaped, plump in the upper sections and narrow at the base. The single leaf is 10_12” long. Because the plant tends to be top heavy, it needs to be supported by staking or with a ring.

Sheaths form in summer, then rest. They finally fill in mid-autumn and bloom in November.

Without a doubt, this one was worth the three year wait.
