ORCHIDS WE SHOULD ALL GROW

RHYNCHOLAEL DIGBYANAIA

Perhaps the most spectacular specimen you can find in any orchid collection is Rhy. digbyana. Perhaps the most difficult orchid to grow is the same. We pamper, we primp. We coax, we swear. Hopefully it all comes to some avail in early May when digbyana may decide to honor us with one spectacular flower per growth. And spectacular it is.

Brilliant crystalline white/green with a finely haired lip, digbyana produces a single 6” citrus scented bloom that lasts only one week. But is it worth it. If you are reading this in the newsletter, put it down and go to the MOS web site and look at the picture. Then you will understand the love affair that growers have with this temperamental plant.
There are only two species in the genus rhyncholaelia. Digbyana, and glauca. Both are distributed though Central America from Mexico through Honduras. Treat both as you would any Cattleya. Water heavily and then let dry almost completely. Grow in bright filtered light at altitudes from sea level to 1000m.

Digbyana can be grown in a pot or basket as well as mounted. I grow mine mounted to help keep dry. The one pictured is from Belize.  Fertilize weekly when in growth. Let the plant rest after growth is completed before bud sheaths begin to fill. 

Pseudobulbs are club shaped and about 6” long. A single leathery leave tops each pseudobulb, about 8” long. Only one bud develops in each sheath. The plant does not generate multiple leads until it is quite mature. Then multiple leads may occur infrequently.
It is a plant that takes much care, develops very slowly, and can be very frustrating to the grower. But, it is well worth the time and effort. The species has received 16 awards from the American Orchid Society including 8 Awards of Merit (80-89 points).
